Within the Circle of Care: patient experiences of receiving palliative care.
This paper presents an overview of a qualitative study of six recently discharged hospice patients, who had experienced at least two episodes of inpatient palliative care and who were interviewed about their experience of care. The resulting data formed a representation--the Circle of Care--with a central theme being the recognition of patient identity. Other emerging themes were: humour, being watched, caring manner, being safe, chosen isolation, relinquishment and relaxation, keeping control, awareness of mortality, recognition of the palliative care philosophy, and the effect of the aesthetic and spiritual environment.